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I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth;
and in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God, the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the 
dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.TH
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“Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me 
will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will never 
die. Do you believe this?’ 

“ ‘Yes, Lord, she told him, ‘I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, 
who was to come into the world.’ ” (John 11:25-27). 

Powerful words. But even more powerful when accompanied by actions.  

On June 30, 1859, a tightrope walker known as the great Blondin cemented his 
reputation by stringing a rope across Niagara Falls, then inching his way from 
the American side toward the Canadian shore.

He succeeded–and then later crossed the rope several more times.

He pushed a wheelbarrow, walked blindfolded, even made the trip with his 
hands and feel manacled. 

But the ultimate test came on August 19, 1859. That’s the date the great Blondin 
vowed he’d make the trip over the roaring falls with someone perched on his 
back. Someone who believed that Blondin could complete the journey without 
taking even one false step. 

That someone turned out to be his manager, Harry Colcord. 

Colcord had seen Blondin’s successful trips across the falls, but it wasn’t until he 
climbed on Blondin’s back that he truly demonstrated his faith in Blondin’s skills.

And Colcord’s confidence was rewarded–they reached the other side of the 
falls.

The point of the story is clear: Colcord didn’t just say he believed in Blondin’s 
abilities. He acted. Believing isn’t just saying, “I accept the facts.” It’s putting 
your life in the hands of the one in whom you say you believe. 

1. In this story, who 
actually believed, and 
what did he do about it? 

2. How does this story 
relate to our Christian 
faith?

Family Shield
As family, read the 
Apostles’ Creed and John 
11:25-27. Now create a 
family shield together by 
filling in the sections with 
your beliefs, commitments, 
and proposed actions.  
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WE BELIEVE

OUR COMMITMENT

ACTIONS TO LIVE BY

FAITH
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